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The LA Art Show Celebrates 30 Years by Genie Davis

The LA Art Show is returning to the Los Angeles Convention Center to mark its
30th anniversary. The first major art show in LA is now back with over 100
galleries from every corner of the globe, including Switzerland’s Licht Feld
Gallery, the U.K.’s Columbia Road Gallery, Ukraine’s Snisarenko Gallery, and
South Korea’s Art in Dongsan, as well as exhibitors from the U.S. such as the
Coral Gallery in Miami, and closer to home Santa Monica’s Copro, Bruce Lurie, 
and Building Bridges Art Exchange, as well as the Museum of Latin American
Art in Long Beach.

DIVERSEartLA will also be back, curated as it has been for the last eight years
by Marisa Caichiolo, and this year showincasing a variety of projects affiliated
with DIVERSEartLA since its beginning. DIVERSEartLA arose from the necessity
to raise the voices of and amplify marginalized perspectives, and continues to
be one of the most compelling and innovative experiences in the large-scale
exhibition space.

According to Caichiolo, “Visitors can look forward to an engaging display that
highlights pivotal moments through videos of performances and installations
from each year.” Her curatorial vision of diversity and inclusion also serves this
year as an important reminder that artists and art lovers alike must stay active
and engaged with securing and sustaining their rights.

Caichiolo notes “This retrospective, which feels particularly important right
now, honors the creative contributions of our partners while emphasizing the
vibrant evolution of DIVERSE as a vital presence in the art community.” Artists
and institutes included in this year’s exhibition include a special institution
focusing on diversity and pride from MOLAA, in collaboration with renowned
Argentinian artists Leo Chiachio and Daniel Giannone.

Other DIVERSEartLA highlights include Carlos Martiel’s Cauce/Riverbed,
exploring the deep challenges faced by
immigrants in California and throughout the country; and Viktor Freso’s
enormous and exciting 30-foot Bear Sculpture presented by Slovakia’s
Danubiana Museum, and serving as a symbol of power and resilience.

Los Angeles-area artist Robert Vargas will be back at the event, creating an
enormous live mural, “Heroes,” during the Opening Night event. The mural,
which will be on display throughout the exhibition, will be designed to serve
as a heartfelt tribute to the first responders who continue to serve the city,
standing as a symbol of hope and perseverance in the face of the recent fire
disasters.

In addition, LA-based Building Bridges Art Exchange will showcase art from
those artists who have lost their homes and studios in the fires, with all
proceeds from that showcase going to support them.

The decision to proceed with the LA Art Show this year was in fact made in
support of LA’s creative community in the aftermath of the recent fires. The
exhibition’s director and producer Kasssandra Voyagis says that “As LA’s
longest-running art fair, our mission is unequivocal: to champion the artists
and galleries that constitute our cultural landscape…[we have] a resolute
commitment to aid in the healing and rebuilding efforts while offering much-
needed community support and reprieve.”

The LA Art Show runs February 19th through 23rd at the Los Angeles
Convention Center. Tickets are available at www.laartshow.com with 15% of
proceeds being donated to the life-saving mission of American Heart
Association’s Life is WhyTM campaign.

Free entry to the fair is available February 20-23 for firefighters and their
families as a thank-you for their efforts on behalf of all Angelenos in the
recent and cataclysmic fires throughout our region. The LA Art Show has also
donated to California Community Foundation in support of wildfire relief and
provides event attendees with the option to do the same when they purchase
tickets.

Stay tuned to this space for coverage of the event as well as other art
programs during February’s LA Art Week – beginning with as always, our own
homegrown LA Art Show.

Genie Davis; photos provided by the LA Art Show
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