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Ukrainian dealer gives the country’s
emerging artists a foothold in
Hollywood
Lia Snisarenko launched Art Axcess in her home last September to
showcase contemporary art from Ukraine

Sophia Kishkovsky
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Lia Snisarenko’s show, Shadows of Us, features four Ukrainian women artists;
after the Russian invasion, the dealer was trapped in her parents’ basement for
a month
Photo: Mara Friedman; all rights reserved

Lia Snisarenko, an art adviser from Kyiv, was living in Los Angeles with her

fiancé when she went home to visit her parents, as it turned out shortly

before Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. She was trapped in their

village house in the Russian-besieged Chernihiv region, without heat,

electricity or phone service, until an art collector-turned-Ukrainian fighter

was able to pass on to her a treacherous exit route.

Once she returned to the US, Snisarneko used art as part of the therapeutic

process by which she overcame the trauma of the war. She will be showing

the work of four young Ukrainian women artists—Inna Kharchuk, Anna

Veriki, Liza Zhdanova and Iryna Maksymova—in a show called Shadows of Us
at her West Hollywood home gallery, Art Axcess, concurrently with Frieze

Los Angeles. The show opened on 24 February, the second anniversary of the

Russian invasion.

Snisarenko opened Art Axcess in September 2023 with a mission in mind. “I

am spreading the word about Ukrainian talent,” she says. “I didn’t want to

make it too political. I didn’t want to make it like a scream. I wanted to put

away negative energy; there is so much of it in the world. I am showing a

very positive, hopeful, optimistic outlook.”

Snisarenko prefaces her story of hope with a terrifying account of waking up

to news of the war starting, which she heard from her fiancé in Los Angeles,

while it was still eerily calm in her parents’ village. That was soon shattered

by “Russians coming to take Kyiv”, she says. Her father, a policeman, left

immediately to serve as a helicopter pilot. She sheltered in the basement for

a month with her mother and brother as Russian tank fire rattled the village

and soldiers broke into their home. Her mother, holding the family cat, even

dared to confront the soldiers.

“People who tried to get out were shot,” she says. “I knew we couldn’t get

out.” She made rare and risky trips to the attic for cellular reception, and an

art-world friend managed to connect her with Robert Brovdi, a businessman

and now military commander who, before the war, created a foundation to

support young artists.

The oldest of the four artists in Shadows of Us was born in 1991—the year the

Soviet Union collapsed, leading to Ukraine’s independence. But “generational

traumas affected the younger generation”, says Snisarenko. The drip

paintings of Zhdanova, who is from Kirovograd in central Ukraine and now

lives in Kyiv, addressed death even before the war; now, as the war continues

and as an expectant mother, she is “very interested in the philosophy of

death and what will happen to all of us”, Snisarenko says.

While the artists in the show are inevitably “telling stories of war”, they are

“from a very optimistic perspective”, says Snisarenko, who is exploring the

possibility of launching an artists’ residency. “How do you create beautiful

art in horrifying conditions? Stories like that motivate and inspire people.”

Frieze Los Angeles 2024 Ukraine Russia-Ukraine war Commercial galleries

Share

Related content

Subscribe to The Art Newspaper’s digital newsletter for your
daily digest of essential news, views and analysis from the
international art world delivered directly to your inbox.

Newsletter sign-up

Information

About

Contact

Cookie policy

Data protection

Privacy policy

Frequently Asked Questions

Subscription T&Cs

Terms and conditions

Advertise

Sister Papers

Sponsorship policy

Follow us

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

YouTube

LinkedIn

© The Art Newspaper

Russia-Ukraine war News

Behind Ukraine and Russia's
battle over 19th-century
seascape painter

Both countries lay claim to Ivan
Aivazovsky and his works, many of
which were in Crimea when it was
illegally annexed by Russia in 2014

Sophia Kishkovsky

Commercial galleries News

New York City’s ‘first
Ukrainian art gallery’
highlights artists living in
the war zone

“Some of the works that we’re
selling here, I’m very confident that
in three years they will double in
price,” says Mriya gallery founder
Artem Yalanskiy

Sophia Kishkovsky

Prizes News

'This year is particularly
special': art prize exhibition
delayed by Russian invasion
opens in Kyiv

In the midst of an ongoing war, the
PinchukArtCentre’s Future
Generation Prize will award $100,000
to one of 21 shortlisted artists

Sophia Kishkovsky

Venice Biennale 2024 News

'The desire to create is still
there': Ukraine's first lady
Olena Zelenska launches
country's pavilion at the
Venice Biennale

President Zelensky's wife gave a
video address to visitors of the show
in Venice

Gareth Harris
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